
Dates: 6-24 July, 2020 (Three weeks)

Number of Students: 35

Eligibility: This Program is offered to Jindal students across various schools. Students with any pre-existing disciplinary issues 
and those with re-sit examinations scheduled in July 2020 are excluded from selection to this Program.

Description
O.P. Jindal Global University (JGU) is offering a three-week intensive residential course on human rights and development in 
collaboration with the Program on Human Rights in Development (PHRD) at the Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health. 
This Program is a unique opportunity for JGU students across various schools to gain exposure to Harvard and to the 
substantive topics of the program.
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Background Information
O.P. Jindal Global University (JGU) is offering a three-week intensive residential course in collaboration with the Program on 
Human Rights in Development (PHRD) at the Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health on the theme of human rights and 
development. The aim of this course is to introduce students from across JGU schools to ways of understanding the concept of 
'development' and how it is related to human rights. Students will be exposed to a diversity of ideas from economic, public 
policy, and legal spheres to encourage their appreciation of how complex can be the relationship of human rights to 
development . Students will be encouraged to think about how national societies and global institutions address the human 
rights challenges that arise in pursuing human development, whether in terms of prioritizing growth over individual and 
group rights, or in allocating resources toward meeting human needs and reducing poverty and inequality. The readings 
assigned for the course will introduce students to different public policy options and approaches, combining economic and 
legal analysis with political and philosophical perspectives.

Thematic Areas in the Course
The first week of the course will explore conceptual issues relating to the meaning of human rights and development, using 
perspectives from theory and praxis. During the second week, each session will explore critical social and economic issues 
(including gender, education, health, food and nutrition, water and sanitation, forced migration, housing and disability) 
through the lens of development policies and human rights norms and processes. The third week will focus on a wide range of 
modalities of international cooperation at the intersection of human rights and development, as well as questions relating to  
the global political economy (including the programs of multilateral development agencies and non-state actors, the 
Sustainable Development Goals, transnational corporations and other business entities, the right to development, 
international migration and international trade and investment).
Leading faculty from Harvard University, the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Carleton and other institutions will provide instruction through lectures and interactive class 
sessions.
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Course Assessment
Essay: 60% of the assessment for the course will be based on a short essay, wherein students are expected to 
demonstrate critical skills while addressing a topic of their choice, related to the content of the course. Students will 
have the benefit of consulting tutors and faculty members in drawing up their submission. The course, while 
intensive, will still offer adequate time for students to conduct research and write their essays. Additionally, the 
course will enable access to vast library resources at Harvard University, and students will be expected to make full 
use of these opportunities.
Presentation: 30% of the assessment will be based on a short presentation (on the last two days of the course) by 
students defending the positions taken in their draft essay.
Class participation: 10% of the assessment will be based on the level of an individual students’ participation during 
classes and in the tutorials.
The timely submission of the essay and making of the presentation are mandatory for earning course credits.

Course Materials
The reading assignments will be distributed or posted online and will include documents, scholarly articles, and other 
materials relevant to each topic as selected by the instructor.

Course Directors

Professor Stephen P. Marks
Director of the Program on 
Human Rights in Human Development (PHRD)
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 

Professor (Dr.) C. Raj Kumar
Vice Chancellor
O.P. Jindal Global University

Course Co-ordinators

S. Mercy Deborah
Assistant Professor
Jindal Global Law School

Kriti Sharma
Assistant Professor
Jindal Global Law School

Nandita Koshal
Research Associate
International Institute for 
Higher Education Research and 
Capacity Building (IIHEd)

Harvard Yard



Extra-Curricular & Cultural Events
The Program includes a guided tour of Harvard University, and since the housing for this Program is at Lesley University which is 
adjoining Harvard University, students will have ample time to explore the Harvard campus, and also have discussions with the 
Graduate Admissions departments of select Harvard schools. As the Program is held in summer, students will also have access 
to New England at its best and may choose to optimise weekends by visiting local beaches such as Castle Island, Revere beach, 
as well as historic sites such as Newport, Rhode Island. Martha's Vineyard and Cape Cod are also weekend trips from Boston.

Credits
Based on the number of hours of instruction, tutorials, class presentation and completion of a final paper, 4 credits are 
generally awarded by JGLS, 4 credits by JSGP and 3 credits are awarded by JSLH and JSIA.

Course Logistics
Students and course coordinators will be housed and fed on Lesley University’s Doble Campus in Cambridge, MA –  a ten-
minute walk from Harvard Yard. Students will reside in double-occupancy bedrooms in a Victorian house dormitory. The 
dining hall, where students will have breakfast and dinner – as well as lunch on weekends –  is a five minute walk from the 
residence hall. Students will be able to do their laundry within their residence hall. Lesley University is a ten-minute walk from 
many shops in both Harvard Square and Porter Square in Cambridge.

Students will have access to the Lamont and Widener Libraries on the main Harvard Campus. Course lectures will take place 
at the Harvard Center for Government and International Studies (CGIS), in the Knafel building, 1737 Cambridge Street, 
Cambridge, MA. Public transportation is not necessary for students’ daily commute from Lesley to CGIS as it takes only ten 
minutes by walk. All week-day lunches, as well as morning and afternoon tea and coffee will be provided at CGIS for students 
and guests.  Students do not have class on the weekends.



Fees  
 USD 7000 (Seven thousand dollars) per student. 
 This includes only tuition fees for lectures and tutorials, accommodation (double occupancy), closing reception at Harvard 

Faculty Club, meals, refreshments, airport pick up and drop from Logan International Airport to Lesley (if travelling with the 
group) and  library access. 

Timeline
Once offered a seat, a signed letter of intent from a parent is required to reserve a spot; the payment is required as per the 
deadline mentioned. Students provide documentation and fees for visa facilitation. Students have an option to make travel 
plans individually or as part of the group travelling to, or back from the US on completion of the program subject to parental 
consent forms being submitted to the Faculty Coordinators and subject to the JGLS/JSGP/JSIA/JSLH/JSJC academic schedule. 
In case of extension of stay in the US, the student is responsible for compliance with visa conditions.

Additional Expenses
The fee excludes travel costs, visa fees, medical insurance and additional transportation.

Selection Criteria
Several parameters of assessment are included, such as: review of the resumé, grades and if necessary, a screening interview. 
Grades are given highest priority, with a pre-determined minimum threshold and only in exceptional circumstances would a 
student falling below the threshold be offered a place in the Program. Students with any pre-existing disciplinary issues are 
rejected. Also, those with re-sit examinations scheduled in the summer of 2020 and those who have failed courses are 
excluded from selection to this Program.



Contact us:
Faculty Coordinators
   Professor S. Mercy Deborah, smdeborah@jgu.edu.in
 Professor Kriti Sharma, ksharma@jgu.edu.in

Visa
Among students who are selected for this Program, no 
visa is required in case of US citizenship / green card. For 
others, a J-1 visa will be required.

Sanders Theatre

Target Students
Those who have completed courses in human rights and 
development; those who have an interest in doing a US 
graduate degree; those who are interested in careers in 
the non-profit and public interest sectors; those who are 
interested in building an all-round resumé that reflects 
international exposure; and/or those who have 
performed well at previous summer programs while at 
JGU. We would also strongly recommend first and second 
year students to apply with a view to gain an orientation 
to the study of international human rights law.

We thank our partners and sponsors

Registration
Expression of interest: 25 October, 2019
Announcement of shortlisted candidates: 
28 October, 2019
Submission of initial fees: November, 2019 (Initial 
deposit of USD 3500 to secure a seat in the Program)
Submission of remaining fees (USD 3500):  November 
2019
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