
          

Indo-China Documentary Project 

On April 1st 2016, Centre for Indo-China Studies, O.P Jindal Global University and the 

Department of Environment, Resources and Development Economics on behalf of Peking 

University, entered into an MOU. The programme involves cross-learning exchange 

programs for students from China and India. The programmes will promote research on 

environmental issues and highlight the humanitarian and climatic challenges experienced by 

the local communities in both countries. The aim is to consciously contribute and produce 

tangible research which can further influence government policies and bring about substantial 

change.  

 

 

In furtherance of the same agenda, on July 14th, 2016, four students [Arshiya Qasba (JGLS 

2014), Sanket Saraf (JGLS 2012), Saishruthi Mutneja(JGLS 2012) and Rohan Mathew 

(JGLS 2013)] from JGU along with Gaurav Pandey (technical member) travelled to China for 

3 weeks to make a documentary, in collaboration with Peking University. 



 

The documentary is intended to be an awareness documentary, subject of which is ‘Dust 

Fog.’ Dust is a major contributor, among others such as pollen, ash, soot, metals etc, to the 

particulate matter that causes air pollution. Dust in the air affects visibility. Dust particles 

absorb and scatter light and are a primary component of the haze that obscures visibility in 

our cities. 

Dust Fog is an ‘eastern problem’. It is a consequence of rapid economic growth. Two of the 

major causes of Dust fog are- 1) dust from construction sites and 2) Vehicles. It is caused by 

dust that accumulates on the road which is then assimilated into the air by the fast running 

cars that travel over it. A particularly interesting point here is that neither the use of 

renewable energy nor any other attempt to overcome the usual air pollution contributes to 

reducing the Dust Fog. 

 

This problem is particularly interesting in the context of China and India as the both these 

countries are fast growing economies with number of vehicles on the streets higher than ever 

and perpetually ongoing construction work, in and outside of the cities.  



 

Dust fog is hazardous to health. People living in urban areas in both the countries are 

suffering from severe health problems, cause of which is directly linked to dust fog. State 

policies, in both India and China, have proven to be ineffective in solving this problem. This 

documentary is an effort to highlight the problems related to Dust Fog and offers economic 

solutions to deal with this problem.  

Here is what the crew has to say about their shooting experience in China: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Shooting a film in a completely different country is an 

extraordinary experience in itself but shooting in China is an 

experience worth remembering. China has a reputation of 

being very anxious when it comes to important yet sensitive 

issues like the 'Environment'. However, while shooting and 

interacting with the people there, I realised that the people who 

experience the detriments of environment pollution (particulate 

pollution to be more specific) on a daily basis are themselves 

searching for solutions. It was an enriching experience. The 

people are amazing, the place is beautiful. I would want to visit 

China again and for a longer duration. 

 

 

 

I have made films in the past but hands down this has 

been    o ne of the best shooting experinces for me. It 

was challenging as we had to shoot the entire 

documentary in 8 days, when the subject was less 

known and  in a country where no one spoke our 

language. I was first skeptical whether we would be 

able to shoot soomthly, given it is a sensitive topic and 

becaue of other logistical restrains. However, 

everything went smoothly except this one particular 

incident when we were stopped by undercover Chinese 

Cops at the Forbidden City, as we were agroup of 

foreingers, shooting a documentary in China on a 

sensitive subject like ‘Air pollution’without a permit. 

 

Roan, BALLB 2013 

 

Arshiya, BALLB 2014 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

  

 

I am a first time documentary maker and the experience 

has been enriching. The trip to China was a mix of 

learning and fun. We had the opportunity to visit NGOs, 

law firms and interview scholars, who are doing  

groundbreaking work in this field. While shooting and 

interacting with the people there, I realised that the people 

who experience the detriments of environment pollution  

on a daily basis are themselves searching for solutions. 

                 The highlight of our shooting experience was 

interviewing people while hiking the Great Wall of China. 

 

 

 

Sanket , BALLB 2012 

All our lives, learning about world politics had taught us that 

the only parts of the world worth visiting were in the Western 

World. China especially lacked luster and was believed to be  

a country so full of oppression that I for one had no inclination 

to ever visit. However, it was when I actually visited China  

that I saw all my beliefs about the country shatter. The cities  

were beautiful, the people warm and the food heavenly. We  

were treated like celebrities even when we looked filthy. 

Culturally, China was similar to India. However, the Chinese  

have a sense of ease in their ways which we lack. Despite ten  

days of tardiness on our behalves, our Chinese counterparts  

never criticized or condemned our behavior and if possible,  

were kinder with every new day. We worked by the day and 

 explored by night. Walking on the Bund was our favorite midnight pastime followed by ‘Chow 

Fan’- our staple go-to dish. After 20 days of work and leisure I can honestly say, China was the 

most wonderful vacation ever. The fact that we happened to get work done there was just an 

additional advantage. 

 

Saishruti, BALLB 2013 


