
 India-China Ties: Role of States & Provinces    

- By Apoorva (Special credit to Deepak Goyal) 

 

 

 

The talk on the “Role of States and Provinces in India and China” was delivered by Professor 

Tridivesh Singh Maini on 20th March 2018. Forging ties between these two nations is not 

limited to just the Central government anymore. The State Governments in India are playing 

an important role in foreign policy and media. Similarly, states in China have also played a 

crucial role in economic linkages around the world. For example, the “Open-Door Policy” of 

China led the Chinese provinces to sustain greater economic and other linkages with the outside 

world. Three key concepts related to sub-national linkages and role of states are: Micro-

Diplomacy, Constituent Diplomacy & Multi-layered democracy (Para Diplomacy).  

 

THE UNIQUE COATSAL DIPLOMACY! 



In China, the various stages in the development of political relations can be categorized into 

two stages. The first stage involved focus on coastal provinces like Guangdong, Fujian, for 

example, strengthening their ties with Hong Kong. The second stage involved western 

development, for example, Expos. Expos are effective ways of connecting border provinces 

with the outside world. For instance, the China-Eurasia Expo which took place in Xinjiang.  

 

In India, the reasons for states becoming powerful in foreign politics are the Economic Reforms 

of 1991, coalition politics, rise of strong leaders like Chandrababu Naidu, and delegation from 

Indian states going overseas, Investors Summit, etc. For India the first stage of development of 

state foreign political relations can be categorized into the initial phase (early 90s) and the later 

stage (late 90s or early 2000s). The steps taken by the Modi government to improvise India-

China ties include India-China provincial dialogue inaugurated during PM’s China visit in 

2015. Two states CM’s also accompanied the PM in this visit to China to inaugurate the India-

China Provincial Dialogue. Some of the game changers are when China began to reach out to 

Eastern India. China also started reaching out to West Bengal, Chhattisgarh and Bihar. China 

also visited for the Investors West Bengal Summit. In India, the coastal states were the key 

players in Foreign Direct Investment.  

The Sister City- Sister Provinces agreements are playing a very proactive role in the 

development of India-China relations. For instance, Karnataka & Sichuan are sister provinces. 

Other sister cities include Chennai-Chongqing, Hyderabad-Qingdao and Aurangabad-

Dunhuang. India is also looking forward to reach out to new Chinese provinces such as Jiangsu 

for its agriculture rich heritage, Gansu for its Buddhism and Shandong for its cultural rich 

heritage.  

 



India as an upcoming economy in the world (as China is already there!) must work in 

developing one’s country rather than focusing on political stand offs such as Doklam issue. 

There have been tensions between every nation and what matters is how the nations solve it 

among themselves and all the parties emerge as victors.  

 


