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The abstract: 
The last few years have witnessed a massive surge in investments from China into India. This has exposed decision makers, 
managers and advisors on both sides to a sharp learning curve. Why are Chinese companies investing in India? What 
happens when a Chinese company decides to invest in India? How do they manage legal risks in India? What are the 
negotiation tactics used between Indian and Chinese businesses? What is the role of a lawyer? How to prepare for a career 
in this space? What is the role played by cultural differences? These are some of the questions that will be addressed using 
anecdotes and insights gained from practical experiences. Attendees are encouraged to ask questions and engage in 
dialogues on any topic that has an India-China aspect to it.

Mr. Liu Jinsong was born in Zhejiang Province in 1972. He holds a Master of Art from the Fletcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy and a Bachelor of Economics from Renmin University of China.

Mr. Liu Jinsong joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1993 and worked in the Department of Asian Affairs for 
many years. As Deputy Director-General of the Department of Policy Planning, the Department of Hong Kong, 
Macao and Taiwan Affairs and the Department of International Economic Affairs, his portfolio covered South 
China Sea, regional cooperation in Asia, strategic planning, Korean Nuclear issue, Taiwan-related and Tibet-
related diplomacy, global economy, the “Belt and Road” initiative, regional connectivity, foreign assistance, the 
World Economic Forum, etc.

He was Deputy Director-General of the Research Division of the Taiwan Affairs Office of the State Council from 
2009 to 2011. In his rich overseas experience, he served as the spokesperson of the Chinese embassy in 
Thailand, and political councilor of the Chinese embassy in Japan and the United Kingdom. He was also a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Silk Road Fund.

Mr. Liu Jinsong is DCM and Minister of the Chinese embassy in India from September 2015.

Chair: Dr. Tapan Kumar Panda, Dean, Jindal Global Business School

Abstract

The global race for highly-skilled migrants is hotly debated in academia, the media, and the policy arena. “Brain drain”, 
“brain gain”, “brain circulation”, and “brain exchange” are among the commonly used concepts to describe the 
consequences of the race. We explore the relationship between 'intellectual migration' and brain circulation (the two 
concepts are closely related but not the same) by establishing a multi-scale conceptual framework that defines “intellectual 
migration” and connects processes of internal and international migrations. We examine, at local, regional, national, and 
global levels, the complex relationships among migrants as well as their connections to their (extended) families, to migrant 
receiving and sending areas/countries, and to native-born populations in receiving areas/countries. The presentation 
incorporates the experiences of highly-skilled migrants from BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia, India and China) to the United 
States. We illustrate how the US legal system and racialization dynamics make some highly-skilled migrants into racialized 
“others” despite class privileges. In the meantime, (re)emerging economic power in the BRIC countries serves as an impetus 
for accelerated brain circulation between the US and the home country of BRIC.  

Our conceptual framework combines migration theories and brain circulation discussions, while advancing existing work 
by more explicit considerations of migrant families and native-born populations. We conclude that intellectual migration is 
increasingly circular in nature as proclaimed by Bedford and Hugo (2011), but how to reap the fruits of it in order to achieve 
UN's triple-win goal for international migration (2006, 2013) remains a challenge and in need of policy interventions.     
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